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Practice in Place = Artists + Audience + Environment 
 
During 2013/14 Fermynwoods worked with artists, arts and non-arts organisations to 
present innovative exhibitions in four very different spaces; The Cube and The Rooftop 
Gallery in Corby, Barnwell Country Park and Nottingham Castle.  We also curated The Free 
Exchange for our temporary project space, a project that was inspired by our position on 
Thrapston’s High St as a place for arts and non-arts professionals to meet, exchange new 
ideas and approaches, free from the market, media and politics.  Despite the difficult financial 
climate, our public events remained free to take part in and the majority of our work was 
focused around disadvantaged or rural communities, including young people excluded from 
mainstream education.  We worked with communities in 4 of the 7 districts across 
Northamptonshire, as well as delivering educational activity at our Lodge in Fermyn Woods.   
 
 
AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT 
 
We far exceeded our target audience and engagement figures, through diversifying and 
increasing our activity. 

• Over 150,000 people experienced our site-specific exhibitions and live performances 
and 775 viewed our online project. 

• We worked with 49 artists through; 4 exhibitions, 5 Artists in Residence, 
commissioning 9 artworks and 3 live art events. 

• We delivered workshops with 10 different schools, colleges and community groups.   
• We supported 12 young people excluded from mainstream school to gain an Arts 

Award. 
• Almost 33,000 people visited our website, with 4,000 international visitors. 
• 2,021 people (1,209 adults and 812 children) took part in 138 education workshops 

and participatory activity.   
 
 
SUCCESSES 
 
This was accomplished by the equivalent of 2 full time members of staff with a full time 
Apprentice, delivering activity with 37 artists and 27 volunteers.  We were very pleased to 
support Stephanie Johnson to qualify as the first Creative Apprentice in Northamptonshire.  
In addition, Fermynwoods represented Northamptonshire visual arts on the East Midlands 
Visual Arts Network Steering Group and the Strategic Arts Network. 
 
Our work continued to successfully “infiltrate the everyday”.  Corby Borough Council staff 
praised “their Artist in Residence” and expressed a desire to use the artist’s “video as a form 
of demonstration of how people move around the building - as useful knowledge for them in 
planning furniture layouts, and making risk assessments”.  Another artist proactively engaged 
with the Cube’s front of house staff to improve their approach to visitors with disabilities.   
 



The Make Believe and Habitat exhibitions left a lasting legacy; Nottingham Museums Service 
purchased all three works by Debbie Lawson and they are currently fundraising to purchase 
Alan Kane’s commission.  Northamptonshire and Corby Local Authority staff requested that 
Alastair Mackie’s sculptures and Virginie’s Litzler’s installation remain in situ for as long as 
possible after the exhibitions closed.  Because of the positive response to Gesture, 
Fermynwoods was invited to deliver an event to highlight the commissioned work, as part of 
Made in Corby’s launch programme, for the Arts Council’s Creative People & Places project.  
 
 
PARTNERS & FUNDERS 
 
We are very grateful to our many funders and partners, without whom our work could not 
take place, including: Arts Council England (advisor and funder), Northamptonshire County 
Council (funder and creative partner), The Mighty Creatives (funder and creative partner), 
Green Energy (sponsor), D.C. James Charitable Trust (funder), Nottingham City Council 
(funder), Forestry Commission (Sudborough Green Lodge), National Trust (creative 
partner), Corby Borough Council including the Corby Walking Festival (creative partner), 
the Core theatre (creative partner), the Rooftop Gallery (creative partner), Corby 
Community Arts (creative partner), Live Art Development Agency (creative partner), 
Garmin (sponsor and creative partner), The Strangward Charitable Trust (funder), 
Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust (creative partner) and VSH Law 
(sponsor and creative partner).  
 
 
ARTISTIC PROGRAMME 
 
GESTURE 
The Cube, Corby, Sept 2012 to April 2014 
Gesture continued in the unique environment of the Cube, exploring ways in which 
relationships and social interaction could be controlled and communicated through the hand.  
Curated by Fermynwoods’ staff, artist Caroline Wright and Corby Borough Council staff.  
 
Virginie Litzler 
Artist in Residence and Quadrature, photographic installation, April 2013 to April 2014 
 

Litzler’s work deals with the forces between architecture and the body and the artist is 
interested in “…the finding and holding of a point of equilibrium.”  Litzler conducted photo-
shoots with staff and visitors at the Cube and led workshops with participants, to create 
work for Quadrature, a site-responsive, photographic installation for Corby’s main library.   
 

           
Virginie Litzler, contact scan       Quadrature, installation details 
 



Holly Rumble, Alternative Site Survey, Live Art Performance, 24 May 2013 
 

Rumble used electromagnetic coils to detect electrical circuits around the Cube, which she 
communicated through British Sign Language, to create a new floor plan; instead of depicting 
the physical environment the plan revealed hidden electrical pathways.  Visitors were invited 
to listen to the recorded sounds and use the equipment to locate other electric fields.   
 

                      
 
 

Salamanda Tandem, Touch Stone, Artists in Residence and Live Performances, May to July 13 
 

Salamanda Tandem’s sighted and visually impaired performers explored the Cube through 
movement, sound and touch.  For their first performance, Indra Slavena and Mickel Smithen 
danced to music received through wireless headphones alongside Isabel Jones’ audio 
description, in a part choreographed and part improvised piece.  For the second 
performance, composer Duncan Chapman worked with musicians from the 
Northamptonshire Music Inclusion Group, to create live music to accompany the dancers.   
 

        
 

 
Echo Location 
Kathy Hinde & Aaron Head, Artists in Residence, April to July 2013 
 

Audiences were invited to consider the 
extraordinary during walks in Corby, Fermyn 
Woods Country Park, East Carlton Country Park 
and Lyveden New Bield, through the innovative use 
of technology.  Artist Kathy Hinde developed her 
Echo Location sound map for Corby and the 
surrounding area, and Aaron Head assisted walkers 

to record sounds from the locations they traversed, edit the recorded samples and upload 
them to the Internet using ‘Audioboo’.  The sounds were tagged with associative words and 
their geographical location.  Participants were then able to play the online interface like a 
sequencer, effectively turning their walks into music.   



Make-Believe; Re-Imagining History and Landscape 
Wayne Burrows, Susan Collis, Mark Dixon, Alan Kane, Debbie Lawson, Jason Singh, Shane 
Waltener 
Exhibition at Nottingham Castle Museum & Art Gallery, 20 July to 22 Sept 2013 
 

Make Believe responded to Nottingham Castle’s histories and collections, taking the 
statement that “Truth can only be experienced” (Alfredo Cramerotti) as its starting point; 
what we receive as ‘fact’ has already been filtered through someone else’s perceptions. 
 

                  
Alan Kane, installation detail (Ceramics Collection)      Mark Dixon, installation view 
 
Wayne Burrows linked works from the “Every Object Tells a Story” display through a new 
narrative, which fictionally connected the objects, ranging from a C16th barber’s bleeding 
bowl to a carved bone box.  Alan Kane manipulated the museum through interventions in 
the permanent displays, inserting items collected from Nottingham’s charity shops, “cuckoo 
like”, into their counterpart collections.  Susan Collis transformed everyday objects such as 
rawl plugs and dustsheets, into extraordinary sculptures, which appeared to have been left 
behind from a gallery installation.  Mark Dixon ‘mapped out’ imaginary footings of steps and 
traces of earlier buildings on the lawns; grass disturbances from ‘a fake archaeological dig’ 
and presented the associated ‘found’ artefacts in the Museum Café’s display cases.   
 

               
Debbie Lawson, Installation view           Shane Waltener, installation view 
 
Debbie Lawson created The Trophy Room in an Edwardian room in the Gatehouse that has 
the appearance of a mediaeval Great Hall.  Her sculptures made from ‘Persian’ carpet 
resembled animal trophies and hinted at other possible histories.  In Jason Singh’s work, fact 
and fiction became entwined, as his vocally recreated wildlife soundscape, emanating from a 
closed-off doorway, was overlaid with real time sounds from the city and grounds.  Shane 
Waltener collaborated with a group of volunteers to create new pathways around the 
Bandstand, made from stitch, linking tree to tree, which highlighted panoramic views from 
the Castle, and brought into focus the city’s industrial lace-making history. 
 



Habitat 
Suky Best, Sophie Herxheimer, Alastair Mackie, Klaus Osterwald 
Exhibition and Artist in Residence at Barnwell Country Park, 3 Aug to 29 Sept 2013 
 

Habitat explored real and imaginary places where people and wildlife co-exist and was 
researched by freelance curator Angela Kingston.  Sophie Herxheimer collected stories 
about people’s experiences of being at home and away from home.  These were drawn into 
make-believe fixtures and furnishings for the Kingfisher Hut in Barnwell, where Herxheimer 
then invited visitors to share stories of how we “make ourselves a home we feel at home 
in”.  Suky Best’s film 54 Morning Lane was shown in the Visitor Centre, and featured digitally 
collaged owls disrupting the domestic scenes of a suburban home, as if the birds had lived in 
the space before humans accidentally enclosed them in bricks.   
 

               
Alastair Mackie, Roost             Klaus Osterwald, view from bird hide 
 
Alastair Mackie was commissioned to create his first large-scale outdoor sculptures; 2 
nesting structures that were raised high on poles and positioned within sight of one another, 
next to the River Nene.  Osterwald produced a live sound installation by locating 4 
hydrophones in the largest lake.  These picked up underwater sounds, such as fish, bubbling 
gas and oxygenating plants, which were relayed to speakers in the adjacent bird hide.   
 
 
HomelessHome, Tomoko Take 
Exhibition and Artist in Residence, the Cube and the Rooftop Gallery, July 2014 to Feb 2014 
 

Fermynwoods supported Tomoko Take to realise her international HomlessHome project.  
Take is based in Amsterdam, and in Dutch, ‘homeless’ has 2 meanings, one is literal and the 
other relates to homesickness.  Take collaborated with artists, DJs and musicians, to deliver 
site-responsive workshops and performances, exploring what home meant to people who 
were homeless or who had moved to Corby.  The resulting garments and paintings were 
exhibited in the Cube and Rooftop Gallery, as part of an installation created by the artist. 
 

           
HomelessHome installation outside the Cube     HomelessHome Performance 



Open Online 4: #dawnchorus365 
Seven Art Writers, online exhibition, 15 Nov 2013 to 14 Nov 2014 
 

#dawnchorus365 was a new online artwork, viewable during the hours of dawn, which 
reinterpreted dawn every day for a year.  Seven Art Writers tweeted their observations and 
responses to the environment at their individual locations during one shared dawn.  Some of 
the artists had spent a night in our Lodge in the middle of Fermyn Woods; others had been 
observing early morning human activity in Forest Gate, London.  Members of the public 
were then invited to add their own tweets responding to the sights and sounds at daybreak.  
 
 
COMPLEMENTARY EDUCATION 
 
Fermynwoods delivers creative outdoor learning activity for the Complementary Education 
Academy, a pupil referral unit and education provision for permanently excluded Key Stage 3 
& 4 pupils from Northamptonshire, which aims to return students to mainstream education.  
Fermynwoods delivered workshops for KS3 students on 2 days a week, and a fortnight of 
workshops for KS4 students to develop their GCSE Art portfolios.  This year the students 
explored animation, beatboxing, book sculpture and digital photography, alongside more 
traditional forms of media such as drawing, painting, wood and stone sculpture.  During the 
year, 12 students were awarded a Discovery Arts Award.  Fermynwoods also delivered 
CPD for teachers, which included animation, IT solutions and ceramics.   
 

    
Walking and Drawing workshops with Emma Davies 
 
 
TRUSTEES 
 

Timothy John Smith (Chair)    Paul Sibbering (retired Oct 2013) 
Mark Burnell (Secretary)    Nick Slater  
Susan Bonvin (retired Jan 2014)   David Tristram 
Lee Graham Farmer     Caroline Wright 
Barbara Rawcliffe 
 
Office Address (from 1 Oct 2014)   Artist Residency & Workshop Venue 
Thrapston House, Huntingdon Rd   Sudborough Green Lodge 
Thrapston       Fermyn Woods 
NN14 4NF      Off Harley Way 
01832 731257      Near Brigstock 
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