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OVERVIEW 
  
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art delivered an exciting and ambitious programme of rich, multi-layered and interdisciplinary arts experiences despite and throughout the 
covid-19 global pandemic. We mixed urban and rural, local and international, high and low tech, in public and virtual spaces across Northamptonshire. We brought high 
quality artistic practice to non-traditional arts audiences through collaborations with key partners from within and outside the arts sector.  
 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Highlights of our audience and engagement figures: 
 

• A live audience of approx. 15,000 visitors to The Arches at Fineshade Wood, Deene Park, Rockingham Castle, and East Carlton Countryside Park; plus approx. 
12,500 visits to our website. 

 
▪ 1,210 people (300 adults and 910 children and young people) took part in 96 workshops and participatory events, 2,232 people watched our events live online, 

and 708 people listened to our podcast. 
 

▪ We supported 6 young people not attending mainstream education to gain an Arts Award qualification (1 Discover, 5 Bronze) plus 2 young people to gain 
ASDAN Peer Mentoring qualifications. 

 
▪ We worked with 32 artists, 7 schools, colleges or universities, plus 4 community groups. 

 
▪ We delivered 6 in person public exhibitions. 

 
▪ We honoured our commitments to work with and pay all of the artists we engaged to work with for our In Steps of Sundew programme, prior to the Covid-19 

pandemic. 
 



Lovers at Hampstead Heath, Dyveke Bredsdorff  (2018)
at Deene Park for Pleasure Garden (2021)
Photo Anna Elizabeth



ARTISTIC & EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
 
TRIPLE HARVEST - THE ARCHIVES 
 
Ikran Abdille, Martha Cattell, Amy Cutler, Kaitlin Ferguson, Sapphire Goss, Marie-Chantal Hamrock, Amanda Loomes, Vaughan Pilikian 
 
May - September 2021 
 
Following a period of further restrictions due to the coronavirus pandemic, Triple Harvest - The Archives was a new exhibition at the reopened Arches at Fineshade 
Wood where artists challenged how true our remembrances of the past really are as the mythic and historic shared space, bolstering and undermining one another. 
 
Artists were invited to create new narratives through the extraction of material from four Corby heritage films, including: Peter Paul’s 1960’s documentary film Double 
Harvest, which told the story of the Steelworks’ impact on Corby, where the land was harvested for iron ore, returning to farmland for future crop yields; PLUTO: Corby’s 
role in making the Pipeline Under The Ocean, which supplied the Allied Armies during the D-day landings and subsequent invasion of occupied Europe; The Great Jib: A story 
of the ingenuity and skill of the workforce at Corby Steelworks during the making of what was the biggest walking dragline excavator between 1947-1951; and Iron Ore in 
Britain: The mining and extraction of iron ore and its use in steel making. 
 
The exhibition featured the commissioned video work and objects from artists alongside items from Corby Borough Council’s heritage collection, also including 
Overburden, a new work by artist Kaitlin Ferguson in collaboration with students from The CE Academy and Youthworks Northamptonshire. Visited by over 5,000 
members of the public. 
 
 
 
PLEASURE GARDEN 
 
Dyveke Bredsdorff, Alice Channer, Leyla Pillai, Bethan Lloyd Worthington 
 
May - September 2021 
 
Guest curated by Amy Lay-Petiffer, this exhibition considered how we gather and extract from nature for our own pleasure.  
 
Featuring a series of installations set throughout the gardens at Deene Park, a country manor located 5 miles northeast of Corby and seat of the Brudenell family since 
1514, the exhibition investigated the melting point between bodies and elements – a specific chemistry that gives rise to new landscapes, textures and strategies for 
survival. Emerging from the heat of summer sun, from manicured lawns and from the strata of deep, excavated time, these works joined the familiar elements of the 
natural world in a thorny, generative romance. Visited by over 3,700 members of the public. 



The flimsy copy, (installation view), Sarah Gillett

The Howse Shal Be Preserved at Rockingham Castle (2021)
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THE HOWSE SHALL BE PRESERVED 
 
David Blyth, Justin Carter, Sarah Gillett, Onya McCausland 
 
July - September 2021 
 
The Howse Shal Be Preserved was an exhibition at Rockingham Castle responding to the history of one of the few homes in England that have been continuously 
occupied for nearly 1,000 years. 
 
Once the site of an Iron Age fort, later colonised by the Romans to establish a mining community, continuously fed by the landscape, Rockingham Castle was built on 
the instruction of William the Conqueror, recognising the strategic importance of the site with an abundance of geological features from iron-bearing sandstone beds to 
dense game filled forests. Home to the Watson family for the last 450 years, having previously been held by the crown, there are very few other homes in England that 
have been continuously occupied for nearly 1,000 years. As the artists drew on this history for their work, the exhibition draws its title from an inscription on a beam in 
The Great Hall. 
 
David Blyth’s new body of work Forest Law presented the viewer with a fictionalised collection of poaching and trapping tools that celebrate the ingenuity and creative 
vigour of the common folk of Rockingham Forest. Suitably confiscated from the castle, the challenging work was made available to view in augmented reality. Artists 
Sarah Gillett working with Stuart Moore and Sam Mattacott created Many hands make lightwork and Not only; but also - two immersive digital artworks set within the 
nighttime grounds and historic figures of Rockingham Castle and inside the body of a woman lying in the gardens at night. The exhibition was visited by over 3,250 
members of the public. 
 
 
WHERE TO STAND IN THE WIND 
 
Marion Coutts, Simon Faithfull, Regan Gentry, Inger Lise Hansen, Jess MacNeil, SUPERFLEX, Bill Viola 
 
July - October 2021 
 
When working with and not against the elements, artists surrender a portion of creative control to living, organic, or unobserved forces within their environment. This 
results in work that contains a poetic beauty, even when the natural forces are destructive. At a time humanity is experiencing destructive natural forces in the form of 
the Covid-19  pandemic and the increasingly dramatic effects of climate change, guest curated by Yasmin Canvin, the title of this exhibition took its inspiration from a 
rhetorical question raised by Chris Watson when discussing the challenges of documenting live sound. The wind is present, undeniable; it is our actions that determine 
the final outcome. 
 
The exhibition at East Carlton Country Park featured video work, including an online counterpart to the physical exhibition by Jess MacNeil, made available on our 
website; plus Bill Viola's innovative video game The Night Journey presented in an arcade machine housing to be donated to the park. Funded by Arts Council England 
and Northamptonshire Community Foundation's The Compton Fund, this exhibition was visited by over 3,250 members of the public.



Toggler workshop, Stuart Moore
With students from The CE Academy (2020)



TOGGLER 
 
Stuart Moore 
 
Artist and Education Coordinator Stuart Moore created the final artist Toggler creative code commission, to explore, demonstrate and celebrate the potential of 
creativity in website design. As websites become increasingly standardised to ensure familiarity and ease of use for online visitors, Toggler allows artists to 
champion the role of curiosity and creativity in exploring other possibilities for presenting content online. 
 
Visitors are able to view Fermynwoods Contemporary Art’s website through different lenses by toggling between styles developed by commissioned international 
artists. 
 
Working alongside Stuart Moore, styles were developed by students from Newton Road School, The CE Academy and Youthworks Northamptonshire. 
 
 
 
EXPRESSIVE MACHINES 
 
Stuart Moore 
 
Developing ideas first tested during the coronavirus lockdown Stuart Moore delivered a blended interactive workshop held entirely online, with physical components 
posted to participants in locations as disparate as Aberdeen, Cambridge, Corby, Derby, Manchester and Sleaford. 
 
Participants built Arduino-based digital devices remotely from their own homes, mixing up the real and the virtual to create sound and image, using Artificial Intelligence 
to express human and machine interaction and play with issues of control. 
 
 
 
THE FERMYNWOODS PODCAST 
 
David Blyth, Marie Chantal Hamrock, Simon Faithfull, Rebecca Lee, Lucie McLaughlin, Sayed Sattar Hasan 
 
Featuring artist talks, discussions, original commissioned sound art and audio essays, Season Two of the Fermynwoods Podcast continued with a further six episodes, 
as part of our In Steps of Sundew programme. 
 
Funded by Arts Council England and a grant from Localgiving and Postcode Places Trust, all episodes are available to listen to on the Fermynwoods website, 
Soundcloud, Apple Podcasts and Spotify. 
 



The Trickster Trailer, Bean and Isabel Pina Ferreira
With students from The CE Academy (2021)



ALTERNATIVE PROVISION 
 
Clare Abbatt, Georgina Barney, Bean, David Birchall, Alice Buck, Abbie Canning, Jenny Cooper, Andy Eathorne, Kaitlin Ferguson, Sam Francis Read, 
Daniel Johnson, Emma K Thomas, Liz Lake, Rebecca Lee, Stuart Moore, Isabel Pina Ferreira, Phiona Richards, Sophiya Sian, Garry Smiler, Martin Steed, 
James Steventon, Oscar Wyndham Lewis 
 
Our twelfth year working in partnership with The CE Academy with Key Stage 3 and 4 students permanently excluded from school, dual registered, and school age 
mothers, continued with a return to in person artist led workshops and experiences at Sudborough Green Lodge for the remainder of the 2020-2021 academic year, with 
our thirteenth year beginning with the start of the 2021-2022 academic year. 
 
Highlights included working with artists Bean and Isabel Pina Ferreiria to create The Trickster Trailer - a public sculpture, mobile art workshop and ecology laboratory, 
built in partnership with the young people using waste materials from major art institutions including Tate, National Portrait Gallery and recalled COP26 installations. A 
trailer with a rain tank, solar panels and earth roof built in collaboration with the public, to provoke conversation and share strategies for living sustainably, with joy and 
abundance, in times of ecological and climate crisis. The Trickster Trailer will be a space for radical pedagogy, transforming waste, and connecting to land, community and 
nature across the UK. 
 
In May 2021 students worked with artist Kaitlin Ferguson to help create, Overburden, a large subterranean landscape supporting a scale model of a dragliner from Corby 
Borough Council's heritage collection as part of our public Triple Harvest - The Archives exhibition at The Arches, Fineshade Wood. 
 
Students also took part in artist Emma K Thomas' withNature2020 - a global collaborative artwork for biodiversity. Participating groups worldwide created and unveiled 
giant images of locally relevant endangered plant and animal species in an unfurling tapestry of species threatened with extinction, streamed online from participants in 
New Zealand, Australia, the Philippines, Bulgaria, Norway, Denmark, Malta, Scotland, Ireland, England, Ghana, Brazil and the USA. Students from The CE Academy 
learned about and searched for the locally threatened Great Crested Newt before making a 26m x 22m Great Crested Newt image from recycled materials such as 
hundreds of single use plastic carrier bags sourced from the community alongside biodegradable cardboard packaging from local sustainable shopping business Refill 
Revolution, Oundle. Students also worked alongside videographer Martin Steed to document the workshops to produce a video package that was shared globally as 
part of the withNature2020 event. 
 
In October 2021 students visited 360 Fest - a new Virtual Reality festival at The Core at Corby Cube. Using a mixture of Virtual Reality Headsets, a Virtual Reality 
Dome and Augmented Reality Screens, students watched a variety of commissioned VR plays. Students also took part in a workshop at The Core led by James 
Steventon where participants were able to scan one another in three dimensions and create 3D models of themselves using photogrammetry. 
 
During this period students worked with 22 artists across a wide range of disciplines over 75 full day workshops including visits to The Core at Corby Cube, East 
Carlton Countryside Park, The Arches at Fineshade Wood and the village of Sudborough. 1 Key Stage 3 student achieved an Arts Award Discover qualifications, and 
5 achieved Arts Award Bronze qualifications (QCF equivalent to a passing grade at GCSE). 2 Key Stage 4 achieved ASDAN Peer Mentoring qualifications. 
 



Taking a line for a run, James Steventon and Stuart Moore
With students from The CE Academy for The Phonebox Gallery (2021)



THE PHONE BOX GALLERY 
 
The Phone Box Gallery a partnership project with Sudborough Parish Council and students from The CE Academy, which transformed the decommissioned 
telephone box in the village of Sudborough into an evolving exhibition space saw two further exhibitions during this reporting period featuring work by students 
working on our artist led Alternative Provision programme based at nearby Sudborough Green Lodge. 
 
The second exhibition featured digital images and 3D-printed sculptures made by students working with artists James Steventon and Stuart Moore. These sculptures 
reinterpreted the local landscape by manipulating and visualising heart rate and locative data collected when students ran through nearby woods and fields. 
 
The third exhibition saw a Christmas installation created inside the Phonebox by students working with Education Coordinator and scenic artist Jenny Cooper, as a 
festive gift to the village. 
 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Barbara Dougan  
Christine Renee Jeanne Goodwin  
Kirstin Lesley Irving (Resigned 6 December 2021) 
Graham Keddie 
Rhona Margaret Rowland (Chair) 
Valeria Medici 
Joshua Allen 
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