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Ways of knowing is an exhibition of site-responsive interventions, sculptures and video work set in
Brixworth Country Park, curated by Yasmin Canvin.

In contrast to the urban environment, with its hard surfaces, predetermined routes and clear boundaries,
the rural environment consists of indistinct pathways, ambiguously defined and often shifting
boundaries. The many differences, together with insufficient opportunities to acclimatise ourselves with
the natural world, can lead to feeling vulnerable or exposed when we encounter woodlands or large
open spaces. To feel familiar or comfortable there, we need to gain tacit knowledge.

Unlike factual and data driven information, tacit knowledge is subjective, informal, and internalised,
such as how we learn to ride a bike or speak another language. Tacit knowledge is gained through our
personal lived experience and informed by our context. Sensory experience generates insights and
understanding that is unique to the individual involved. Experiencing art in the natural environment can
focus attention on individual senses, which in turn affects our perception of the natural world.

The artists in this exhibition employ sound, human-made and natural materials to create physical and
intellectual spaces that explore how and where we as individuals fit in the natural world, making
connections between the environment and our physical bodies. As a result, these alternative spaces —
literally or within our imagination — make the world feel a little less alien.

Special thanks to Brixworth Country Park Rangers, Friends of Brampton Valley Way & Brixworth

Country Park and Park Bistro staff.
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Untitled (Selected films)
Krzysztof Maniak (Poland), 2014-19

Krzysztof Maniak uses simple gestures and gentle interactions with nature to simulate communication with
the landscape of the Polish wilderness. His actions performed for the camera include lying motionless as he
balances a branch above him, crawling through the roots of a tree, kissing the soil and sitting immersed in
nettles, creating a subtle and meditative series of vignettes.

Counterpoint
Professor Chill (UK), Atilio Doreste (Canary Islands), Daniel Garcia (UK), Yagi Lyota (Japan), Matti
Palonen (Canada), Russick Smith (USA), Tosca Teran (Canada), and Zimoun (Switzerland)

The sound works for Counterpoint have been created by artists and musicians engaging with and
amplifying natural forces and elements. Headphones have been installed to create a listening circle, inviting
visitors to focus on a single sense, and imagine the physical presence of the sonic landscape as its individual
components are revealed through the aural textures of plants, wind, water and wood.

Glovebox
Poppy Nash (UK), 2023

Poppy Nash draws on a history of female storytelling within textiles, using it as a means to create work
that moves between domestic and public spheres. In her installation for Brixworth visitors are only able to
view the natural world by engaging with an inverted protective suit, one that functions as both barrier and
shield, encouraging us to rethink the relationship between the external and internal, enclosure and
exposure, safety and hazard.

The Oak
Heywood & Condie (UK), 2023

Heywood and Condie's work concerns new ways of engaging with and representing landscape and nature
by setting up dialogues between natural and human-made worlds. The Oak is a life size replica oak tree
that marks human time with the sound of a ticking clock. The work chimes when informed of trees being
felled elsewhere in the country, connected through modern technology and a team of tree surgeons.

Before Monet
Heywood & Condie (UK), 2023

The floating forms reveal the unseen microbial aquatic organisms on Folly Pond by enlarging them to
human scale. Their bejewelled surfaces are both incongruous with their surroundings but when glistening
in the sunlight are suggestive of waterlilies.

Reflective Mimicry
Alyson Shotz (USA), 1997

Alyson Shotz manipulates materials to investigate modes of perception and experiential boundaries. For
her outdoor performance Reflective Mimicry, Alyson wore a suit made of mirrors, effectively blurring the
boundaries between the limits of her physical presence and the surrounding landscape, highlighting the
relationship between the artwork, its location and the viewer.

Ears with Chair
Yukio Fujimoto (Japan), 2023

Yukio Fujimoto creates numerous artworks that arouse our senses mainly through “sound objects”, which
convert “sound” into “form.” Recreating Ears with Chair at Brixworth Country Park invites visitors to
experience the sudden change in the sound of the wind as we move from wide open spaces to the shelter of
the trees.

www.fermynwoods.org/ways-of-knowing www.fermynwoods.org/counterpoint



