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ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 
 
Overview 
 
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art delivered an exciting and ambitious programme of rich, multi-layered and inter-disciplinary arts experiences. We 
mixed urban and rural, local and international, high and low tech, in public and virtual spaces across Northamptonshire. We brought high quality 
artistic practice to non-traditional arts audiences through collaborations with key partners from within and outside the arts sector.  
 
Achievements 
 
• A capacity audience for Child’s Play at The Core at Corby Cube including with over 45% children and families and people engaging with 

the arts for the first time. The project also had over 600 livestream views. 
 
• Over 341,00 views of The Chimera Plantarium billboard images. 
 
• A live audience of approx. 16,600 visitors to Treewilder at Barnwell Country Park plus approx. 6,074 visits to our website. 
 
• 1,051 people (537 adults and 514 children and young people) took part in 125 workshops and participatory events, generating an 

additional audience of 730 people. 
 
• The Fermynwoods Podcast amongst the top 25% most shared podcast globally, heard across 13 countries, with 79% more content than 

other creators in the Arts category. 95% of our listeners discovered us with the new iteration of the podcast in 2022, representing a 31% 
gain in Podcast followers. 

 
• We supported 23 young people not attending mainstream education to gain an Arts Award qualification (20 Discover, 3 Bronze). 
 
• We worked with 47 artists, 21 campuses, schools, colleges, universities or hospital inpatient units, plus 4 community groups. 
 
 
  





PROGRAMME 
 
THE CHIMERA PLANTARIUM 
 
Chiara Dellerba 
May - October 2022 
 
Chiara Dellerba’s Chimera Plantarium project, investigated urban spontaneous plants to map, rethink and redesign public places from the 
perspective of “weeds”. Chiara worked with Year 6 children at Exeter – A Learning Community Academy, in Corby over a series of workshops 
culminating in two large billboard images around the town with an estimated 341,000 views. 
 
Working with Chiara, the young people also co-produced a beautifully designed publication taking the form of a pressed plant herbarium, printed 
in environmentally friendly Risograph, featuring unique teal and fluorescent pink colours made with Dizzy Ink, Nottingham especially for the 
project, plus a screenprinted wooden case. Contained inside were 11 cards of plants and their properties found in and around the school grounds, 
a booklet with an explanation of the project and plant communities, plus Letters to humans (from plants) – a collection of writings produced by 
the children imagining a world ruled by weeds. An invitation to create a space for sharing, listening and learning from the more than human 
worlds. 
 
Participants all received their own copies with further copies sold to the general public through our website, with one member of the public 
describing it as “the most beautiful book I have ever bought”. 
 
The project culminated with a weekend of public engagement workshops for local people to discover the wonder and beauty of our urban plants 
and to create wilder streets where we live - supported by Tim Allman, a botanist for wild.NG, plus artist Rebecca Beinart.  
 
The Chimera Plantarium was funded by Northamptonshire Community Foundation’s Leslie Church Memorial Fund. The project was later 
featured as a Sharing Practice case study for Engage, the leading charity for promoting engagement and participation in the visual arts. 





CHILD’S PLAY 
 
Aeneas Wilder 
September 2022 
 
Child’s Play was a sculpture – performance – play by internationally renowned artist Aeneas Wilder presented by Fermynwoods Contemporary 
Art in partnership with The Core at Corby Cube.  
 
Between 12th and 16th September 2022 visitors to The Core at Corby Cube were able to observe the gradual build up of the monumental wooden 
installation, Untitled #215. Working in solitude for days, the act of placing became a rhythmic labour, with the structure gradually becoming 
apparent as time passed. Through careful measuring and placement of thousands of uniform lengths of recycled Iroko wood, Untitled #215, a 
sculpture especially conceived for The Core at Corby Cube, took form on stage responding to the specific architecture of the building. No fixing, 
joining, or additional materials. Only balance and gravity holding the sculpture in place. 
 
After working with young people from Lodge Park Academy plus Exeter – A Learning Community Academy schools in Corby, in hands on 
workshops exploring large scale, transient sculpture and interviewing Aeneas Wilder; Child's Play culminated in a special Sculpture Kickdown 
Event on 17th September, where the work was brought crashing to the floor. Members of the public, families and children were then invited onto 
the stage to play, construct and knock down their own creations. 
 
All available seating for the sculpture kickdown event was fully booked, with significant numbers of children and families, experienced arts visitors 
and people engaging with the arts for the first time. The project also had over 600 livestream views. 
 
Hannah Crawford, Assistant Principal at Exeter ALC commented, “I cannot thank you enough for all of the artwork you have done with our 
children. They have all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and learnt so much. It has also been so valuable to engage parents and the local 
community with what we are doing at Exeter. Thank you again for everything.” 
 
A member of the public added, “What an amazing time we had on Saturday. My daughter (5) was fascinated looking at the structure and 
watching Aeneas build. We were then lucky enough to get tickets for Saturday afternoons kick down. It was so exciting! Thankyou for organising 
such an unforgettable experience.” 
 
Supported by Northamptonshire Community Foundation’s Compton Fund. 
 
  





SILENCER 
 
Maja Zećo 
September 2022 
 
Maja Zećo negotiated one of the largest urban woodlands in Europe – Hazel and Thoroughsale Woods, and the adjoining Corby town centre. 
 
Participants were guided through Maja’s explorations on a Sonic Environment Walk – a composed sound journey through the different acoustic 
areas of the woods that Maja had previously identified. Refraining from speaking for the duration participants were encouraged to listen to 
sounds near and far, loud and quiet, constant and sudden, natural and artificial, low, middle and high, of the body, of the place and of the mind. 
 
Amongst the sounds of wind and birds in the trees, buzzing electricity pylons, nearby roads, mobility scooters, the crack of conkers falling or twigs 
under foot, participants were invited to ponder thoughts such as “Who is listening?” and “Who is performing?” 
 
This prompted Maja’s following Silencer performance in a sensory impairment soundwalking suit complete with earplugs and noise-cancelling 
headphones. Where Maja experienced the environment in complete silence the suit made ‘the other’ visible in public while concealing gender, body 
shape and voice. At once both a playful intervention and an unexpected encounter, the work has connotations of protective clothing and social 
distancing that speak to larger fears of walking through woodland spaces. 
 
With binaural microphones hidden in the suit recording the environmental sounds while the surface of the suit absorbed all external noise and 
vibrations, edited recordings featured in a later episode of the Fermynwoods Podcast. 
  





TREEWILDER 
 
Denise de Cordova, Delaine Le Bas, Kim L Pace, Jennet Thomas, Danny Treacy, Johannes Zits 
November 2022 – February 2023 
 
Guest curated by Angela Kingston, Treewilder was an exhibition of site-responsive interventions, sculptures and video work set in Barnwell 
Country Park aiming to encourage visitors to explore the woodland space throughout autumn and winter. 
 
Suggestive of both the words ‘bewilder’ and ‘rewilding’, Treewilder invited audiences to take a step into the woods and the world of contemporary 
art, addressing our project theme of Xylophobia (or fear of the woods) head on. As guest curator Angela Kingston suggested, “Feel the fear and do 
it anyway”, perhaps discovering what might be called ‘xylophilia’, or an attraction to nature, along the way. 
 
The exhibition featured sculptures by Denise de Cordova, based on her time spent alone in the deep woods and forest spaces of British Columbia. 
Kim L Pace’s hybrid personages suggesting plant, animal or mineral combined with human characteristics, occupyied trees in the park - with two 
sculptures permanently donated to the park. Video work by Delaine Le Bas looked at the places where memories live within Britain’s Romani 
Gypsy culture; and Jennet Thomas paired the terrifying rate that bat habitats are being destroyed with the potent image of the bat super-charged 
by the origin story of Covid-19. Danny Treacy presented new work made during the park annual burning, from social rituals and signs of 
affection and devotion left in the park. 
 
Preceding the exhibition Johannes Zits was artist in residence at Barnwell Country Park, working with local people to develop a guided experience 
through and with selected trees. This culminated in a performance on connecting both the human and nonhuman in a lament for nature, with 
documentation included in the exhibition. 
 
The exhibition saw over 16,600 visitors, with a small group attending an exhibition Walking Tour led by exhibition guest curator Angela 
Kingston in conversation with Fermynwoods Director James Steventon. Angela described the exhibition as “an experience that belongs to 
everyone”, with members of the audience sharing their own thoughts and observations in an informal celebration event. 
 
James Steventon visited Foundation Stage children at Oundle Primary school to share some of the sculptures with children, before leading a 
sculpture making workshop. Work from the exhibition was included in Kim L Pace’s Of Clay & Re-storying research presentation at the Centre 
for Fairy Tale Studies, Japan in 2023. 
 
Special thanks to Barnwell Country Park Rangers and volunteers, the Active Parks Project and North Northants Council. 
 
 
  





THE FERMYNWOODS PODCAST 
 
Samm Anga, Veronica Petukhov, Maya Livio, Hanna Tuulikki, Danny Treacy and Johannes Zits, Sapphire Goss 
 
The Fermynwoods Contemporary Art Podcast is an experimental space for the display and creation of contemporary art which is fully accessible 
from people's homes. For our Xylophobia programme, episodes were guest curated by Subterra (Marie-Chantal Hamrock and Astrid Björklund), 
inviting listeners to get lost in the unknown, to take a stroll through rich woodlands, dark forests and subterrestrial landscapes. Subterra navigate 
these eerie and unfamiliar spaces, exploring artist talks, discussions, and original commissioned sound art, to complement our public facing 
programme. 
 
Samm Anga took a solitary journey into his own psyche and heritage, ruminating on his own fear of nature: water. To accompany this episode 
discussion, collaborator Veronica Petukhov produced a new moving image and audio work based on a seldom seen forest spirit, mostly harmless 
but treacherous when angered, reimagined in a 3D environment and inspired by Ukrainian folk tales. 
 
Maya Livio’s sonic essay contained a chorus of human and non-human voices, drawing attention to biases within avian conservation datasets and 
using machine learning to speculatively queer birdsong. 
 
Hanna Tuulikki explored her Finnish heritage, family stories, folklore, and song, to reflect on how ideals of ecology, identity, and nationhood are 
constructed and entwined. 
 
Danny Treacy and Johannes Zits discussed how their tree based works coalesce and converge, meeting at a uniting theme of joy. 
 
This season of the podcast also featured specially commissioned videos by Sapphire Goss accompanying and in response to each recorded episode, 
utilising Spotify’s podcast video feature and also available on YouTube and our social media channels. Alongside the series of commissioned 
sound works and discussions, Astrid Björklund curated a series of playlists in response to each episode. Unearthing otherworldly ambient tracks, 
these playlists act as atmospheric landmarks or chapters, further deepening the lore surrounding the work of each artist featured on the podcast. 
 
According to Spotify's Wrapped 2022 report, the Fermynwoods Podcast was amongst the top 25% most shared podcast globally, heard across 13 
countries, with 79% more content than other creators in the Arts category. 95% of our listeners discovered us with the new iteration of the 
podcast in 2022, representing a 31% gain in podcast followers. 
 
 
  





HYBRID WORKSHOPS 
 
Stuart Moore, Greg Orrom Swan 
 
We developed a new series of artist led activities utilising the best of the online and offline worlds, connecting people with one another and with 
the natural world. 
 
For Little Robot Heartbeats, Stuart Moore led participants through a series of physical and web based activities creating generative art whilst 
aiming to find the place where art and nature, human and machine overlap. 
 
In Alchemical Forestry participants joined Greg Orrom Swan for a day in Fermyn Woods collectively discovering some of the hidden symbols of 
the forest, with content digitally fermented to produce a new film based work for a forthcoming online exhibition. 
 
 
  





ALTERNATIVE PROVISION (THE CE ACADEMY) 
 
Abbie Canning, Alice Page, Andy Eathorne, Bean & Isabel Pina Ferreira, Carol Jacobs, Chris Lewis Jones, Daniel Johnson, David Birchall, Emily 
Arnold, Emma Denby, Felix Loftus, Georgina Barney, Jenny Cooper, James Steventon, Jo Wheeler, Liz Lake, Murray Royston-Ward, Oscar 
Wyndham Lewis, Phiona Richards, Priya Chohan-Padia, Sam Andreae, Stuart Moore 
 
Our thirteenth year working in partnership with The CE Academy with Key Stage 3 and 4 students permanently excluded from school, dual 
registered, and school age mothers, continued with a wide range of artist led workshops at our outreach base, Sudborough Green Lodge, twice per 
week across the remainder of the 2021-2022 academic year, with our fourteenth year beginning with the start of the 2022-2023 academic year. 
 
Highlights included visiting the Treewilder exhibition at Barnwell Country Park, resulting in one young person interviewing sculptor and Royal 
Academician Denise de Cordova to gain a Bronze Arts Award qualification. 
 
Inspired by his own playfulness between maths and art, artist Stuart Moore proposed that everything in nature is made up of a combination of 
geometric shapes and randomness. Testing Stuart's hypothesis students combined dowel rods with custom 3D-printed connectors to create 
complex three-dimensional forms. Some resembled protein folding structures while others made multi-faceted diamond-like forms called 
icosahedrons, which some recognised as the shape of dice in roleplaying games. Shapes were later combined with human forms and trees resulting 
in large scale structures. 
 
Students also worked with digital artist Felix Loftus to take low powered lidar scans and photographs of trees using Felix's solar powered camera 
to create digital models for a new online artwork. 
 
Yorkshire based sculptor Emma Denby visited students and shared her experience of synaesthesia - a condition in which someone experiences 
things through their senses in an unusual way - giving examples of visual things she experiences when hearing certain sounds such as wind, bird 
song and voices. She also explained that it enables her to easily apply human attributes to inanimate objects and create stories about their social 
roles, emotions, and intentions. Exploring the surrounding woodland students observed various shapes found in nature, such as rocks, leaves and 
plants which were then replicated or drawn around and anthropomorphised by adding limbs and faces, 
 
During this period students worked with 22 artists across a wide range of disciplines over 75 full day workshops including visits to The Core at 
Corby Cube and Barnwell Country Park. 6 Key Stage 3 student achieved an Arts Award Discover qualifications, and 3 achieved Arts Award 
Bronze qualifications. 
 
 
  





ALTERNATIVE PROVISION (NORTHANTS HOSPITAL & OUTREACH EDUCATION) 
 
Stuart Moore, Oscar Wyndham Lewis, Carol Jacobs, Jenny Cooper, Emily Arnold, Barbara Rawcliffe, Andy Eathorne, Rebecca Lee, Phiona 
Richards, Liz Lake, Abbie Canning, Georgina Barney 
 
We began a brand new programme of artist led workshops for young people who cannot attend mainstream school due to a diagnosed complex 
medical and/or mental health condition, in partnership with the award winning Northamptonshire Hospital and Outreach Education to reach 
children who have been referred to them by the child’s mainstream school and are supported by a medical practitioner. 
 
Workshops took place at NHOE campuses and inpatient units, with activities as diverse as robotics, digital drawing, painting, cyanotype printing, 
sound sampling, felting, printmaking and natural dyeing. After gaining the young people's trust one group later visited Sudborough Green Lodge 
for a pinhole photography workshop. 
 
This programme was funded by the Big Give Anchor Match Fund, Localgiving’s Magic Little Grants, Northamptonshire Community 
Foundation’s Friends of the Foundation funding programme and TMC’s Creative Communities Fund. 
 
 
  





ALTERNATIVE PROVISION (CAMBIAN NORTHAMPTON SCHOOL) 
 
Carol Jacobs, Emily Arnold 
 
We extended our Alternative Provision programme to Cambian Northampton School - an independent specialist provision that provides quality 
and personalised education for young people ranging from ages 11 to 16 with on-going social, emotional and mental health difficulties. 17 young 
people visited us at Sudborough Green Lodge for ceramics and cyanotype making workshops led by artists Carol Jacobs and Emily Arnold. 
 
All participating young people achieved Arts Award Discover qualifications. 
 
 
Work from across our Alternative Provision programme was shared in a lecture to BA (Hons) Special Educational Needs students at University of 
Northampton. We continued to offer a work based learning placement to University of Northampton students on our programme with The CE 
Academy. The 2021-22 academic year placement was filled by Jess Kelly. The 2022-23 academic year placement was filled by Sam Lane. 
 
 
  





GLOBAL GOALS 
 
Stuart Moore 
 
We were invited to Northamptonshire Community Foundation's Community Celebration Day alongside other charities who think global and act 
local by working to tackle the UN Global Goals on our doorstep. 
 
Fermynwoods focussed on the UN Sustainable Development Goal 4: Quality Education, with an interactive workshop featuring experimental 
digital activities with our Education Coordinator and artist Stuart Moore, based on developments in his own practice and recent workshops 
delivered with young people not in mainstream education. 
 
Stuart gave a flavour of Fermynwoods approach to education with his own style of digital workshop that explored emergent behaviour in 
machines. 
 
 
 
  





STRATEGIC & ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
We were successful in our National Lottery Project Grant application to Arts Council England for our Xylophobia programme. This programme 
demonstrates how our approach dovetails with Arts Council England's Let's Create strategy covering the period from 2020 to 2030, with a vision 
to increase access to and participation in arts and culture across England. 
 
We have established that for adults who may find participation in the arts intimidating, our work with children can often be an entry point. Cross-
fertilising education and public programmes allows a stepping stone for wider participation by families and public, removing barriers to 
participation and directly informing the resulting exhibited work. To maximise this effect we will continue to blur boundaries between what for 
many organisations may traditionally be considered as separate artistic and education programmes, but is something of a USP for Fermynwoods. 
 
A key priority for the organisation was to strengthen our Alternative Provision programme. We successfully expanded upon the strong programme 
established with The CE Academy, allowing us to achieve our mission of supporting life through art with a great number of individuals, making 
the organisation less reliant on the strength of The CE Academy partnership alone. The was achieved through new partnerships with Northants 
Hospital & Outreach Education and Cambian Northampton School, with the former developing into and ongoing one term relationship. 
 
In addition to providing regular training where appropriate to support, strengthen and invest in our team, during this reporting period we began 
to provide professional Supervision opportunities to help our team to manage the personal and professional demands of the activity, particularly 
as the nature of working with vulnerable young people with complex needs can often be demanding or disturbing. 
 
We continue to work with a local philanthropist who wishes to support the long-term future of the organisation, receiving a donation of £20,000 
in January 2023 to fund a development post or consultancy team. 
 
Prior to recruiting this position the Board recruited Richard Clinton as a new Chair in October 2022, with the organisation benefitting by 
retaining the services of outgoing Chair Rhona Rowland as a Trustee. In March 2023, previous Fermynwoods Director Yasmin Canvin was also 
appointed as a Trustee to the Board. 
 
A new Gift Acceptance Policy was established in order to receive a further donation of £480,000 to support the future of Fermynwoods 
Contemporary Art, with a minimum of £400,000 to be used to purchase land or buildings for the future operation of the organisation. 
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