


ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art delivered an ambitious and diverse programme that deepened engagement with contemporary art, environmental 
issues, and education. The year demonstrated resilience, innovation, and growing recognition for both creative excellence and social impact. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

 
• 1,117 people (223 adults and 894 children and young people) took part in 118 workshops and participatory events, generating an additional 

audience of 1,793 people. 
 

• Engagement across 8 education and community partners, including schools, colleges, and community groups. 
 

• We supported 14 young people (4 not attending mainstream education) to gain Arts Award qualifications (10 Discover, 4 Bronze). 
 

• We worked with 36 artists, with 12 different ethnicities, 58% female. 
 

• Pale Blue Dot Collective’s Of Immeasurable Consequence and Beccy Mccray’s Intuition Maps reached broadcast audiences exceeding 1 million. 
 

• Our long-standing partnership with The CE Academy was highlighted by Education Today as “unique” and “exciting and different instead of 
remedial”. 

 
• Our Climate Action Super Super Heroes film won Best Northants Film in the 16yrs and Under category at Northampton Film Festival. 

 
• The Fermynwoods Podcast saw a 62% increase in new listeners, a 27% rise in followers, and a 50% growth in video engagement, reaching 

audiences in 13 countries. 
 

• Shortlisted for £500,000 Levelling Up Fund support and recognised by Studio Wignall & Moore Win an Architect competition. 
 

• Secured multiple capital and sustainability grants from North Northants Council for electric vehicle infrastructure and solar technology. 
 

• Director James Steventon represented Fermynwoods nationally, including as a speaker for Achates Philanthropy Foundation and guest at the 
King’s Garden Party. 

 
• Maintained Gallery Climate Coalition Active Member status alongside major UK institutions. 





PROGRAMME 
 
OF IMMEASURABLE CONSEQUENCE 
 
Pale Blue Dot Collective 
 
March - April 2024 
 
The culmination of their four months residency with Fermynwoods Contemporary Art, and the first activity from our new Love + Light programme, Of 
Immeasurable Consequence was an immersive photographic and sound-based installation by Pale Blue Dot Collective installed in All Saints Church, 
Aldwincle. 
 
Artists Louise Beer and John Hooper use installation, photography and sound to examine our place within the universe, framing the impact of the climate 
emergency through the eyes of evolution and the immense time period it has taken for each form of life to arrive at this point. 
 
Funded by Northamptonshire Community Foundation’s Northamptonshire Creative Climate Action Fund, the work combined images, sound and light 
to transport the viewer to an imagined forest environment. With the artists’ interest in the deep time nature of our existence on the planet, the installation 
that explored both the fragility and the miraculous nature of life on Earth. 
 
Sound recordings from Fermyn Woods, made with a variety of homemade and professional microphones, were combined with their own archive of field 
recordings collected from around the world. The final composition transported the audience to a forest outside of our experience. Images taken under 
moonlight during their residency were installed in the central body of the church, juxtaposed with their own astronomical imagery, prompting us to 
consider our place in the wider cosmos. 
 
Of Immeasurable Consequence was launched with an interactive telescope viewing session and talk with astronomer Paul Fellows. 
 
Pupils from Trinity C of E Primary School visited the installation for a workshop with Louise and John in the incredible setting of All Saints Church. 
Engaging in some deep listening to the accompanying soundscape, identifying where in the Milky Way they would like to visit and designing their own 
planets, prompted pupils to consider their relationship to the planet and think about life in and outside of the universe. 
 
Students from The CE Academy also visited the installation, exploring the space in Virtual and actual reality, creating astral and earthly phenomena using 
VR headsets around the installation.  





ALTERNATIVE PROVISION (THE CE ACADEMY) 
 
Abbie Canning, Alice Page, Amanda Nichol, Beccy Mccray, Bruce Asbestos, Daniel Johnson, David Birchall, Elaine Lim Newton, Emily Arnold, Emily 
Cartwright, Emma Scott, Felix Loftus, Garry Hine, Georgina Barney, Heidi Street-Ward, Jack Halford, Jack Page, Joe Boyd, Karina Thornton, Katy 
Dynes, Lisa Lovett, Mae Berrisford, Michelle Wooley, Nick Fisher, Phiona Richards, Rachel McEwan, Sheila Ghelani, Stuart Moore, Will Harvey 
 
Our flagship Alternative Provision programme saw our fifteenth consecutive year working in partnership with The CE Academy to support students 
permanently excluded from school or dual registered. Across the whole academic year we provided twice weekly artist led workshops and experiences for 
Key Stage 3 students, taking place primarily at outreach locations at East Carlton Countryside Park and Stanwick Lakes. 
 
A major highlight of the year was the addition Lewis Medhurst to the Fermynwoods team. Lewis attended our Alternative Provision during his Key Stage 
3 education back in 2016, taking part in some of our favourite past projects before going on to attend Tresham College where he studied Art and Design. 
 
We were delighted to welcome Lewis back as part of the New Routes pilot programme, funded by Engage, the UK’s leading charity for promoting 
engagement and participation in the visual arts. New Routes was a placement and vocational training model seeking to address the lack of diversity within 
the sector and develop pathways into cultural education and employment in areas of low cultural engagement. 
 
Other notable activity included trips to cultural institutions such as Compton Verney and Tate Modern, where students enjoyed a river boat trip along 
the River Thames before recreating some famous performance works in Yoko Ono’s participatory exhibition. 
 
At the invitation of Lee Barron MP, students also enjoyed a visit to the Houses of Parliament where they listened to debates in the House of Lords and 
the House of Commons, before sharing some of their own experiences with their local MP. 
 
After visiting Boughton House in Kettering and working alongside artist Georgina Barney, work created in these sessions was exhibited at The Greenbelt 
Festival on Boughton Estate in August 2024. 
 
Students also worked with interdisciplinary art and architectural studio FROMTHEGROUNDUP to explore what a new home for Fermynwoods could 
be. In order to foster a sense of ownership with those who might inhabit and use the resulting space, students produced conversational drawings, adjacency 
diagram and architectural models, via participatory design methodologies. 
 
Our Alternative Provision was positively reviewed in two articles by journalist Sal McKeown for Education Today, stating “Fermynwoods Contemporary 
Art is unique. It stands out in a world of budget constraints and cuts to services and equips them with the tools to thrive. For once, young people who 
are on the margins are offered something exciting and different instead of remedial education and training.” 
 
  





CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT 
 
Chiara Dellerba, Abbie Canning, Electric Pedals 
 
Children from Irthlingborough Nursery and Infant School, Newton Road School, Northamptonshire Hospital and Outreach Education, Oundle CE 
Primary School and Stanwick Primary School took part in artist led workshops exploring different aspects of climate change. 
 
Working with Education Curator Abbie Canning, students produced stop motion animations that were brought together in a film to support the launch 
of a Climate Action Toolkit. 
 
The film, Climate Action Super Super Heroes was premiered at Irchester Country Park in May 2024 via a bicycled powered cinema in partnership with 
Electric Pedals and over 60 keen participants of all ages. Electric Pedals also worked with all 356 children at Oundle CE Primary School to screen the film 
in their sports hall. In March 2025 the film was screened and awarded Winner of the Best Northants 16yrs and Under film at Northampton Film Festival. 
 
Working from artwork created by participating students, Chiara Dellerba developed The Climate Action Toolkit which includes Recipes for the Future - 
a small collection of culinary experiments in the form of recipes, alongside Climate Action Super Super Hero Conversational Cards - designed to spark 
reflection and action on tackling climate breakdown. Many children later challenged their schools to reduce food waste, improve recycling and even go a 
day without electricity. 
 
Funded by Northamptonshire Creative Climate Action Fund. 
  





INTUITION MAPS 
 
Beccy Mccray 
 
September 2024 - January 2025 
 
Originally set in the woodland of Irchester Country Park, Intuition Maps by Beccy Mccray presents a new and unexpected walking route, guided by neon 
waymarks that lead visitors on a journey through the landscape. These waymarks, crafted to attract and provide sanctuary for the Red Admiral butterfly 
– a species now overwintering in the UK due to climate change – are both functional and symbolic, embodying the project’s themes of migration, empathy, 
and resilience. The work is due to be relocated elsewhere in Northamptonshire in Easter 2025 due to forest operations to tackle ash dieback at the park, 
itself aided by the changing climate. 
 
The project was co-created with local communities through workshops that explored instincts, migration routes, and speculative climate scenarios. 
Participants contributed to the final artwork by mapping a new walking route based on their sensory experiences and instincts. Participants maps and 
local wildlife data were fed through an AI algorithm, to help generate the new route, blending human and non-human intelligence in a unique, collaborative 
process – after all, we could all be climate refugees one day. 
 
In October 2024 participants navigated the route in darkness using only ultra violet light, the reflective waymarkers and their intuition to guide them. 
For many, this was the first time they had visited the woods. 
 
Alongside the installation Beccy created a custom generative artificial intelligence chatbot, “trained with love and solidarity”, which participants could 
chat with about climate and migration; plus an in depth visual essay where audience could read about Beccy’s project research with Irchester Country 
Park Rangers, Sussex Centre for Migration Research, the New Forest National Park Authority, British Trust for Ornithology, and the Centre for Ecology 
and Conservation, College of Life and Environmental Sciences, University of Exeter. 
 
The work was featured on ITV Regional News for the Anglia region, to an approximate audience of 1 million people, alongside interviews with 
Fermynwoods Director James Steventon, North Northants Council’s Active Parks Officer Steve Jackson and Executive Member for Climate and the Green 
Environment, Harriet Pentland. 
 
Funded by Northamptonshire Creative Climate Action Fund and supported by North Northants Council. 
 
  





30 DAYS AT BRIXWORTH 
 
Felix Loftus 
 
August 2024 
 
30 Days at Brixworth was an interactive outdoor media piece, an application of sustainable computing principles, and an experiment in bringing a public 
camera and signpost into common use where members of the public contribute to a growing image of the landscape, developed by artist Felix Loftus. 
 
The work involved two pieces, installed at Brixworth Country Park: a solar powered camera on a platform that can be rotated 360 degrees by turning a 
hand crank, and a signpost with e-paper displays of the captured views. 
 
30 Days at Brixworth was an experiment in communally imaging a landscape and the piece draws inspiration from the history of resistance to enclosure 
in Britain in the Otmoor Rebellion where commoners waited until the light of the full moon to access the landscape. In reference to this act, the solar 
powered photographic system built up images over a lunar cycle, stitching together images from those who have interacted during that period into a 360-
degree image of the site. 
 
The work was launched with an exploratory talk by Felix discussing the sustainable computing technologies and principles involved in creating the work. 
 
Funded by Northamptonshire Creative Climate Action Fund and supported by West Northants Council. 
 
  





THE FERMYNWOODS CONTEMPORARY ART PODCAST 
 
Pale Blue Dot Collective, David John Scarborough, Beccy Mccray & Jason Singh, Sarah Long, Sapphire Goss 
 
The Fermynwoods Contemporary Art Podcast is an experimental space for the display and creation of contemporary art which is fully accessible from 
people's homes. For our Love + Light programme, episodes were guest curated by Subterra (Marie-Chantal Hamrock and Astrid Björklund), exploring 
artist talks, discussions, and original commissioned sound art, to complement our public facing programme. 
 
Pale Blue Dot Collective presented a podcast version of their Of Immeasurable Consequence installation, adapted to include parts of recorded 
conversation, to examine our place within the universe. 
 
David John Scarborough presented a new work, Dead Wood Burning, a musical tapestry grounded in the idea of Ubi Sunt – a rhetorical question asking 
“Where are those that have gone before us?”, to poetically explore ecological breakdown, the long-lasting effects of folk tradition, and personal 
experiences of community, family, and fatherhood. 
 
A fragmentary and poetic discussion between Beccy Mccray and Jason Singh explored the overlaps between Beccy’s Intuition Maps installation at Irchester 
Country Park and Jason's I Bring my Body to This Place to Observe the Coming and Going of Life – a previous Fermynwoods commissioned sound 
installation in Titchmarsh Nature Reserve during the summer of 2016 which explored themes of home, separation and migration for both people and 
wildlife. 
 
Irish artist and writer Sarah Long showcased Tread softly because you tread on my dreams, a new work that reverberates throughout Irish culture, the 
impact of colonialism, Celtic mythology and an affinity with the land. 
 
This season of the podcast also featured specially commissioned videos by Sapphire Goss accompanying and in response to each recorded episode, utilising 
Spotify’s podcast video feature and also available on YouTube and our social media channels. 
 
In this reporting period we saw a 62% increase in new listeners, a 27% increase in followers and our videos were watched 50% more than in 2023. 
The Fermynwoods Contemporary Art Podcast was in the top 25% of all video podcasts on Spotify maintaining our 5-star rating. We were also 
pleased to find listeners from across all age brackets and 13 countries, from UK to US with a notable following in Canada and Jamaica. 
 
  





LISTENING TO THE FOREST 
 
Pale Blue Dot Collective 
 
Pale Blue Dot Collective (artists Louise Beer and John Hooper) worked with pupils from Grange Academy, a special school for children with Moderate 
Learning Difficulties, located in Kempston, Bedfordshire, to develop a multi-point sound piece for the school’s sensory garden. 
 
Over two days of workshops, students were introduced to different ways to listen to the world around them, from listening with their unadorned ears to 
using the artists’ homemade parabolic mic, stereo mics and homemade contact mics. 
 
Through collage and talking activities, the children discussed the environment and a sense of cosmic responsibility. Each child had a different and 
illuminating perspective. At the end of the workshops their thoughts were recorded about how they feel when they are in a forest and when looking into 
the night sky. The students now get to hear themselves in their sensory garden, empowering them to know that their voices and thoughts are valued. 
 
  





CREATIVE CONSTELLATIONS 
 
Marie-Chantal Hamrock, Pale Blue Dot Collective, Chiara Dellerba, Sapphire Goss, Beccy Mccray 
 
As part of a programme of work reflecting and communicating how we work with artists, Fermynwoods Contemporary Art asked a number of artists 
from our past, present and future programmes to share their thoughts on what it is like to work with our organisation. A number of case studies were 
shared to celebrate these relationships, to inform future working practices and to demystify the experience for other artists. 
 
Chiara Dellerba described Fermynwoods as “a good example of an organisation that cares for artists and that practices meaningful and long-term 
relationship with them, nurturing artistic practice and research”. Pale Blue Dot Collective commented that the “loved Fermynwoods’ commitment to the 
environment”. Marie-Chantal Hamrock added, “I know first-hand artists they will be treated with respect and be paid fairly for the work that they 
create”. Sapphire Goss felt that we “are wonderful to work with and forge long term relationships, are really open to ideas and offer guidance without 
any sense of coercion”. Beccy Mccray said “Fermynwoods are so different to many other arts organisations as they actively encourage their artists to take 
risks and have fun!” 
 
As part of this activity James Steventon led a professional development workshop for Modern Painters, New Decorators (MPND) Build It Here 
programme. Whist Abbie Canning undertook a two-day exchange with MPND's Learning Programmer. 
 
  





ALTERNATIVE PROVISION (KEY STAGE 2 PROVISION & CORBY BUSINESS ACADEMY) 
 
Abbie Canning, Andy Eathorne, Ashley James Brown, Daniel Johnson, Elaine Lim Newton, Emily Withers, Garry Hine, Jack Halford, Stuart Moore 
 
We delivered a bespoke 1:1 Alternative Provision programme with an individual student for two school days per week across nine consecutive weeks in 
the summer 2024 term. This referral to Fermynwoods came directly by North Northamptonshire Council, before successfully reintegrating the young 
person to mainstream education. During this period the students enjoyed artist led workshops exploring animation, photography, ceramics, cyanotype 
printing and more. All participating students achieved Discover level Arts Awards. 
 
Students at risk of exclusion from Corby Business Academy took part in a six-week programme of digital art workshops exploring music production, 
rotoscoping and animation. All participating students achieved Discover level Arts Awards. 
  





STRATEGIC & ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Consultancy team People Make It Work (PMIW) co-authored a route map with the Fermynwoods team and Board, to inform our organisational 
development over the following two years, which began in this reporting period. We opened two accounts with Charity Bank to hold and generate interest 
on the secured donation towards Fermynwoods future home, whilst intermediate route map steps are completed. 
 
PMIW helped leverage an ongoing partnership with North Northants Council, resulting in Fermynwoods Contemporary Art being shortlisted for inclusion 
in the Levelling Up Fund Cultural Allocation for North Northamptonshire Investment Plan, with an award of £500,000, to establish a new permanent 
base at East Carlton Park, subject to Government approval following the General Election. 
 
This project also saw Fermynwoods announced runners up in award-winning RIBA Chartered architecture practice Studio Wignall & Moore’s Win An 
Architect competition, with a panel consisting of Oliver Wainwright, Architecture and Design critic, The Guardian; Isobel Hunt, Executive Director, 
National Lottery Heritage Fund; and Chris Calvert, Executive Director, Pegasus Planning Group. The panel were impressed by Fermynwoods proposal 
for a permanent home at East Carlton Park and commented that “the quality of our programme distinguished us from other community organisations”. 
 
Following a change in Government and with the release of a new Budget in October 2024, Levelling Up Fund culture and capital projects were cancelled. 
 
Supported by North Northants Council’s Rural Community Capital Fund we were able to secure an electric minibus for Fermynwoods Contemporary 
Art. Providing us with the offer of collecting future audiences and participants for our activities, the new minibus helped secure a further year Alternative 
Provision contract with The CE Academy, offering greater value for money by resolving increasing transportation costs for young people not in 
mainstream education. 
 
We also secured a Rural England Prosperity Fund award from North Northants Council, to purchase and install solar panels and an additional charge 
point at our registered office location and home to our electric minibus in Thrapston. We have also purchased a 4.3kW solar panel and 3.6kW grid-tied 
inverter system for a future home. This fund also supported the purchase of digital infrastructure necessary to covert self-employed roles to employed 
staff status, plus equipment for digital arts workshops as a form of income generation. 
 
Time was spent on Board and staff 1:1s, refocusing on skills gaps before a campaign of Trustee recruitment following the good governance code was 
initiated. 
 
We appointed J Sweeney Accountants as our Company Accountants in addition to running our Payroll for forthcoming staff roles following conversion 
from self-employed status at the start of the next financial year. 
 
We recruited Elizabeth Blackie, Lisa Lovett and Sharlene Lynch to our Alternative Provision team in the newly defined roles of Visual Arts Youth 
Workers. 
  





MARKETING & PR 
 
NN Journal ran a feature on Fermynwoods Contemporary Art “finding innovative and collaborative ways for artists to engage with non-traditional 
audiences” on their online platform for people who care about Northamptonshire. 
 
Beccy Mccray’s Intuition Maps was widely shared through local news channels, including ITV Regional News (Anglia), to an approximate audience of 
1 million people, alongside interviews with Fermynwoods Director James Steventon, North Northants Council's Active Parks Officer Steve Jackson and 
Executive Member for Climate and the Green Environment, Harriet Pentland. 
 
This project was also covered favourably on BBC Radio Northampton to 69,000 weekly listeners, and online at BBC News Northamptonshire. Also 
featured in issue number eight of Weird Walk, a national journal of wanderings and wonderings from across the British Isles. 
 
Intuition Maps plus Felix Loftus’ 30 Days at Brixworth were also given editorial coverage in Nene Valley News and distributed to approx 30,000 
households free of charge in Raunds, Oundle, Thrapston, Higham Ferrers and Rushden. 
 
Our work was regularly promoted by Discover Northamptonshire, online and via their visitor hub at Rushden Lakes shopping precinct. 
 
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art successfully qualified as a 2023 Active Member with Gallery Climate Coalition (GCC) by demonstrating that our 
organisation had implemented environmental sustainability best practice in line with GCC guidance. This was announced alongside approximately 100 
other cultural organisations achieving the award, including Barbican Centre, Hauser & Wirth, MOMA, and Tate galleries. 
 
Writing for Education Today, journalist Sal McKeown took an in-depth look at what Alternative Provision can bring to children who are out of school 
or not in full-time attendance, citing Fermynwoods partnership with The CE Academy. 
 
In a follow up article focusing exclusively on our Alternative Provision, Sal McKeown wrote, “Fermynwoods Contemporary Art is unique. It stands out 
in a world of budget constraints and cuts to services and equips them with the tools to thrive. For once, young people who are on the margins are offered 
something exciting and different instead of remedial education and social skills training.” 
 
As part of the launch of Achates Philanthropy Foundation's addition of Environmental Benefit to their 8 Types of Impact of Culture and Heritage© 
framework, Fermynwoods Director, James Steventon was invited to join Caroline McCormick, Director, Achates Philanthropy; Rose Goddard, Director, 
Cultural Philanthropy Foundation; and Annie Duffield, Director Audiences and Income, Horniman Museum; to record an Achates Inspires session 
exploring the Environmental Impact of our sector and to discuss the ways in which we are measuring and amplifying the environmental benefit in our 
current and future plans. 
 
In recognition of our work, Fermynwoods Director James Steventon received an invitation to attend one of His Majesty the King’s Garden Parties at 
Buckingham Palace through a nomination from Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire. 
  





TEAM  

James Steventon (Director) 
Abbie Canning (Education Curator) 
Elizabeth Blackie, Lisa Lovett and Sharlene Lynch (Visual Arts Youth Workers) 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Trustees during the reporting period: 
 
Barbara Dougan  
Christine Goodwin  
Graham Keddie 
Joshua Allen 
Rhona Rowland 
Richard Clinton (Chair) 
Valeria Medici 
Yasmin Canvin 
 
 
 
 

Trustees serving when report produced: 
 
Graham Keddie 
Joe Flavin 
Joshua Allen 
Kardi Somerfield 
Michelle Brett 
Morag Ballantyne 
Rhona Rowland 
Richard Clinton (Chair) 
Siobhan Currie 
Valeria Medici 
Yasmin Canvin 

 
CONTACT 
 
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art 
Montague House, Chancery Lane, Thrapston, Northamptonshire, NN14 4LN 
01832 731257 
james@fermynwoods.org 
www.fermynwoods.org  

Charity no. 1122678 
Company Registered no. 5434735  
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